High-dose megestrol acetate in the treatment of patients with ovarian cancer who have undergone previous treatment: Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group Study PD884.
High-dose megestrol acetate has been reported to be effective salvage therapy for women with ovarian carcinoma. The Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group performed this phase II study of oral megestrol acetate, 200 mg four times daily until disease progression, in 33 patients either with stage III or IV histologically confirmed ovarian carcinoma or with unresectable tumor in the pelvis with measurable or evaluable disease who progressed after treatment with one prior chemotherapy regimen. Thirty and 31 patients were evaluable for response and toxicity, respectively. No patient had an objective response and none had subjective improvement after a median treatment period of 1.4 months. Nausea or vomiting occurred in most patients, usually grade 1-2. Megestrol acetate is ineffective salvage therapy for patients with inoperable, previously treated ovarian carcinoma.